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Introduction

The NatSIP Eligibility Framework for Scoring Support Levels document (previously known as the Eligibility Criteria for Scoring Support Levels) has been developed for use by local authority (LA) Sensory Support Services offering outreach support to children, young people and their families and educational settings (except for SI specialist provisions). NatSIP’s 2015 revised version updates and supersedes the 2012 edition and embraces changing legislation with recognition of the need for coverage of the 0-25 years age range in a multi-agency context and in a variety of educational settings. These range from home and Early Years settings at the pre-school stage, where early intervention is of such importance, to schools, including Academies and Free Schools, through to post-16 further educational placements. The Eligibility Framework is a tool for Sensory Services to use to guide decision-making over support allocation for individual children and young people with hearing impairment (HI), vision impairment (VI) or multi-sensory impairment (MSI) through systematic consideration of a wide range of relevant factors. Although devised by experienced practitioners and extensively used, with updating through three revisions since the initial version was published in 2005, the Eligibility Framework is intended as a guide to good practice for the allocation of appropriate levels of support and not as a rigid set of criteria.

The revised framework was commissioned using funding provided by the Department for Education under contract with NatSIP. The Manager of SAPTS was part of the working group that reviewed the framework and SAPTS participated in the trial of the new Framework.

Determining the support level for a sensory impaired child or young person (CYP) is an evolving process.  It is important that levels are reviewed regularly in order to support the changing needs of the CYP as they progress through education.  We aim to review support levels annually at minimum or whenever it is felt that needs have changed. 

Pupils at transition are likely to require a higher level of support prior to and immediately following transition.  Once the CYP is settled into their new setting, the level of support will need to be re-evaluated. 

The levels of support allocated reflect the CYP ability to access the curriculum and the training needs of the school or setting they are in. 

As all CYP, settings and families are different. The NatSIP Eligibility Framework will be used to provide a fair allocation of available resources.  However, it is not intended to exclude professional judgement by Qualified Specialist TOD /TOVI in order to support an adjustment to the levels of provision.  In the SAPTS such adjustments have to be agreed by a Lead Teacher.

The NatSIP Eligibility Framework will be used to provide the SAPTS’s recommended support level when an Educational Health Care Plan / Statement of Special Educational Need recommendations are made or are reviewed. If schools or settings require support over and above the SAPTS recommendation, it will be the responsibility of the school or setting to commission this. 

For some CYP, the sensory loss may present as their primary need and for others it may present as a secondary need. Allocation of specialist support is awarded in relation to the sensory loss and the effect it has on the CYP. 

Some CYP and their families receive support from a number of other agencies.  Their needs may be met through the Common Assessment Framework, Child In Need or Safeguarding. Additional time may need to be allocated to attend meetings, provide reports and to support the family in general rather than the CYP.   Some families with high levels of intervention and support from other support agencies may not want additional support from SAPTS.  The Eligibility Framework is nevertheless applied in the same way and a note made on the Allocation Table as to why the suggested level of support is not appropriate.    
Notes of Guidance

Regulars to be assessed with MAD planning which is twice a year and used to inform Annual review.  Exceptions for this would be if professional judgement does not agree with the framework and parents or professionals are likely to raise concerns relating to levels of support at an Annual Review. If this is the case then then the assessment against the Eligibility Framework should be repeated to inform the recommendation for the Annual Review / EHCP meeting.
Non regulars should be assessed once a year or more frequently if there is a change in circumstances or professional judgement indicates the necessity.
VI pupils to be assessed with Visual Assessments

HI to pupils to be assessed when LIFE UK is administered

Select the appropriate NatSIP Eligibility Framework Form (ie HI, VI or MSI) according to the CYP’s type of SI. 

The total number of points that may be scored for any on individual is 100; therefore all scores can be represented as a percentage.  

Score only one descriptor for each criterion.
If the teacher’s professional judgement indicates a higher or lower level of support than the Eligibility Framework suggests then this needs to be discussed with a Lead Teacher and then the Manager of SaPTS
Descriptors of levels of sensory Loss

Hearing Loss
The British Society of Audiology descriptors have been adopted for hearing loss. These descriptors are based on the average hearing threshold levels at 250, 500, 1000, 2000 and 4000Hz in the better ear. No response is taken to have a value of 130 dBHL.

Mild hearing loss Unaided threshold 20-40 dBHL

Moderate hearing loss Unaided threshold 41-70 dBHL

Severe hearing loss Unaided threshold 71-95 dBHL

Profound hearing loss Unaided threshold in excess of 95 dBHL
Vision loss
From a functional standpoint a CYP can be considered to have VI if this interferes with optimal development, learning and achievements, unless adaptations are made in the methods of presenting learning experiences, the nature of the materials used and/or the  learning environment (ref. Barragan's definition cited in Flanagan et al, 2003, p 497). This definition includes children and young people with other disabilities/impairments in addition to VI, including those with profound and complex needs. NB The term 'learning' includes not just academic learning but the acquisition of mobility, life and social skills that in the case of a CYP with VI would be provided through habilitation education.
The following classification applies to corrected distance vision with both eyes open. Acuity criteria are for guidance purposes only. The professional judgement of a QTVI should be applied as necessary to decide on the classification. For example, a CYP may have a mild reduction in visual acuity but be functioning within a different visual category due to an additional ophthalmic condition, eg an oculomotor disorder such as nystagmus, visual field reduction, cerebral vision impairment, and/or additional learning difficulties). In the case of a CYP undergoing a patching programme, the framework can be applied whilst the CYP is patched with further vision assessment carried out following the programme.

Mild vision loss within the range 6/12 - 6/18 Snellen/Kay (LogMAR 0.3 – 0.48)
Moderate vision loss Less than 6/19 - 6/36 Snellen/Kay (LogMAR 0.5 – 0.78)

Severe vision loss Less than 6/36 - 6/120 Snellen/Kay (LogMAR 0.8 – 1.3)

Profound vision loss Less than 6/120 Snellen/Kay (LogMAR 1.32+)

Multi-sensory loss
For the purposes of the Eligibility Framework, multi-sensory impairment applies where a child or young person has combined vision and hearing impairments, which may include a functional loss in one or both of these senses that create difficulty in accessing the curriculum and engaging in daily life experiences. The Policy Statement ‘Pupil Level Annual School Census Definitions (PLASC)’, published by the DfES (2005), states that: “(pupils with multi-sensory impairment) have a combination of visual and hearing difficulties. They are sometimes referred to as deaf blind but may have some residual sight and or hearing. Many also have additional disabilities but their complex needs mean that it may be difficult to ascertain their intellectual abilities.”

NB As a unilateral loss has significant implications for CYP with MSI (ie they are unable to rely on the other distance sense to compensate for/support access to information as would be the case for a child with a single sensory impairment) the MSI criteria within the Framework apply to unilateral as well as bilateral CYP.

Near vision
Refer to standardized tests such as Kays, BUST, Maclure at 33 cms. Please use professional judgement and note any additional factors such as crowding or processing.

Distance vision

Mild vision loss N14-18

Moderate vision loss N18-24

Severe vision loss N24-36

Profound vision loss Educationally blind/Braille user/can access small quantities of

print larger than N36

17

Please refer to the HI and VI tables for clarification of the terms mild, moderate, severe and profound.
Context
SAPTS supports CYP at home, in settings, nurseries and mainstream or special schools.  There are no resource bases for sensory impaired CYP within East Riding of Yorkshire. Sensory Impaired CYP in East Yorkshire are supported a team of Teachers of the Deaf / Vision Impaired / Physical Support and specialist teaching assistants.

Support allocation matrix for CYP
The ‘Pre-prepared 2015 Support Allocation Matrix’, presented below, has been derived from the evidence gathered through the trialling of the Eligibility Framework.

The classification of support allocation in terms of ‘visits’ has been used by NatSIP in the matrix as this is commonly adopted by Sensory Support Services in their overall management of staffing resources. Some flexibility in the timing of visits is accepted eg it may be considered appropriate to increase or reduce the frequency of visits to certain CYP for particular periods during the year. Feedback from Sensory Support Services would indicate that the contact time duration of a visit was usually one to one and a half hours although instances of both shorter and longer sessions were reported. Visits within ISSS last between 45 – 75 minutes and the number of visits are stated over an academic year to allow flexibility to increase / decrease visits at certain points in the academic year as necessary.
	Total Score Range
	Support Category
	Support Allocation

	70% and above
	A1
	2 or more visits per week
72 per year

	50 – 69%
	A2
	Weekly
36 per year

	40 - 49%
	A3
	Fortnightly
20 per year 

	30 – 39%
	B1
	Monthly
8 per year

	25 – 29%
	B2
	Twice termly (3 term year)
6 per year

	20 – 24%
	C1
	Termly (3 term year)
3 per year

	15 – 19%
	C2
	Twice yearly visit
2 per year

	5 – 14%
	C3
	Annual check or visit
1 per year

	Less than 5%
	NFA
	Off caseload


Support allocation - Early Years – infants and children under 2 years old

In East Riding of Yorkshire, we support the Early Support ethos of having families at the heart of discussion and decision making about their children.  This ethos is also embedded within the quality assurance programme associated with New-born Hearing Screening, which carries an expectation that the support offered to families of infants with a newly confirmed hearing loss will be responsive to the families’ concerns and wishes.  Clearly, many factors influence the level and type of support that a family may request in the early stages and these can change within a relatively short time frame.  Support will be offered in line with the Support Allocation Matrix for CYP in consultation with parents. 
Support allocation matrix for DCYP not in mainstream settings

eg Special Schools, Units and other provisions

The NatSIP Eligibility Framework was not developed for SI specialist provisions such as Special Schools, Units and Resource Bases for CYP with HI, VI or MSI which, it is assumed, offer the staffing expertise and resources to meet the needs of learners with SI. Support from a Sensory Service may however need to be considered in the circumstance of a CYP with MSI being placed in a specialist provision for HI or VI only which does not specifically have the MSI expertise.

Moderation of support allocations

The support level for a sensory impaired CYP is an ongoing process.  Levels of support are reviewed regularly in order to support the changing needs of the CYP as they progress through education.  Within SAPTS we aim to review support levels annually at minimum or whenever it is felt that needs have changed. These decisions are moderated across the teams on a termly basis and moderation outside the LA is sought if parents query support allocation. Plans are in place to work with colleagues to moderate decisions across caseloads with a neighbouring Local Authority. 
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	Classification of Sensory Loss
	VI
	HI

	Mild sensory loss:
	Distance – within the range 6/12 – 6/18 Snellen/Kay (LogMAR 0.3 – 0.48)

Near – N14 - 18
	Unaided threshold 21-40 dBHL

CI functioning as mild HI

	Moderate sensory loss:
	Distance – Less than 6/19 – 6/36 Snellen/Kay (LogMAR 0.5 – 0.78)

Near – N18 - 24
	Unaided threshold 41-70 dBHL

CI Functioning as moderate HI

	Severe sensory loss:
	Distance – Less than 6/36 – 6/120 Snellen/Kay (LogMAR 0.8 – 1.3)

Near – N24 - 36
	Unaided threshold 71-95 dBHL

CI functioning as severe HI

	Profound sensory loss
	Distance – Less than 6/120 Snellen/Kay (LogMAR 1.32+)

Educationally blind/Braille user/can access small quantities of print larger than N36
	Unaided threshold in excess of 95 dBHL

	Unilateral sensory loss:
	either unilateral hearing or monocular vision


	Support Allocation Matrix

	Total Score Range
	Support Category
	Support Allocation (session 45-70 min)

	70% or greater
	A 1
	2 or more sessions per week equating to a minimum of 72 visits a year

	50 – 69%
	A 2
	1 session weekly equating to a minimum of 36 visits per year

	40 – 49%
	A 3
	1 session fortnightly equating to a minimum of 18 visits per year

	30 – 39%
	B 1
	1 session monthly equating to a minimum of 8 visits per year

	25 – 29%
	B 2
	1 session twice termly (3 term year)

	20 – 24%
	C 1
	1 session termly (3 term year)

	17 – 19%
	C 2
	1 session twice yearly visit

	15 – 16%
	C 3
	1 session yearly (on request)

	Less than 15%
	NFA
	Off active caseload/advice on request


